What Type of
Animal Fits?

Original Cost

Set-up$'s
Equipment, shots,
spayingorneutering
(doesnoatinclude cost,
ifany, of petdeposit).

Maintenance $'s

Food,grooming, yearly
vetbhills,boarding. Does
notinclude medical
emergencies.

Exercise

Grooming

Attention
Required

Life
Expectancy
(Average)

Veterinary Care

(Emergency careforall
species, ifneeded)

More ThanOne?

Gerbils, Guinea

Dog Cat Rabbit Pigs, Hamsters Mice, Rats
$0 — $1500+ $0 — $1500 $0 — $80 $0 - $20 $0 - $20
$200 - $500 $200 - $400 $200 - $400 $80 - $150 $80 - $150

Bed, toys, foodAwater Bed, toys, foodAvater Cage,foodAwaterbowis, | Cage,waterbottle,food | Cage,waterbottle,food
bowl, leash, collar, bowl, leash, collar, litterpan, toys, brush, dish,bedding,toys,gnaw | dish,bedding,toys&
license,|.D.tag, crate, license, I.D.tag, litter clippers, spayorneuter. treats, exercisewheel, climbingitems,gnaw
brush, nailclippers, pan, litter, petcarrier, saltlick,ladder,mazes, | treats,exercisewheel,
vaccinations, spayor scratchingpost, vaccina- tunnels. Canspayor ladder, mazes, tunnels.
neuter. tions, nailclippers, neuterguineapig. Canspayorneuterrat.
comb,spayorneuter.
Annualcost: Annualcost: AnnualCost AnnualCost: AnnualCost
$300 - $1000 $350 - $700+ $100 - $200 $80 - $100 $80-$100 (Mice)
$100-$240 (Rat)
Requiresoutdoorspace Bestifkeptindoors. Bestifkeptindoors. Needssmallindoor Biggerthecagethe
someofthetime. Ifoutside, shouldbeinat | Ifoutdoors,enclosures space.Hamstersand better.Wiremesh
Preferablyfencedyardor | night. Canlive happily musthavesunkenfences | gerbilslovetoclimband | cagewithslideout
largekennelrun.No insmallapartmentsto | andcoveredtops.Either | burrow.Guineapigs bottom, minimum
chaining. Shouldbe largehouses. methodrequiresaddi- don'tclimb,theyneed | 20"x14"x12."Need
indoorswithfamilyas tionalsafe, exercise floorspace, freefrom thingstoburrowin.
muchaspossible. space.Requirescage drafts. Biggerthewire Safefromdraftsand
whenleftalone. meshcage, thebetter. otherpets.
Dependsonbreed. Getenoughinside. Needslots!Havecage GuineaPigsneeddaily Rats/micelovetoclimb,
Requiresomedaily Havetoysandplay largeenoughtomove exercise;pronetoobesity. | dig,burrow.Exercise
exercise.Goodrun gamestoaugment. aroundfreely. Allow Safeoutdoorenclosure wheelgood, butgive
3-4x/week.Many severalhoursdaily nicetreatforthem. themothertoystoclimb
behaviorproblemsdueto forfree-running Hamsters&gerbilsneed | on,andplaywith. Rats
lackof properexercise. (in-houseorsecure areatoclimbanddig. needregularexercise.
outdoorenclosure).
Brush/comb1-7x/week | Brush/comb1-7xAveek | Frequentbrushingto BrushGuineaPigs Mice/ratsclean
dependingonbreed. dependingonbreed. preventhair-balls.Nails | regularly;theyshed. themselves.Ratsare
Baths2-3x/yearoras Rarelyneedbaths.Fleas, | andanalsacsrequire Short-hairedhamsters odorless.
needed.Heas,mud, otherparasitescan regularattention. Shed cleanthemselves.Long-
otherparasitescanbea createaneedfor heavilytwiceyearly. hairedhamstersmay
problem.Somebreeds additionalgrooming. needhelp.
requireprofessional
grooming.
Highmaintenance. Mediummaintenance. Mediumtohigh Lowtomedium Mice—low;
Can'tbeleftfor Consideredmore maintenance. The maintenance.Hamsters | rats—medium.Both
extendedperiods. independent, but moresocializingand andgerbilsnocturmnal. socialwithpeopleif
stillneeddaily handling, thefriendlier Gerbilsnormallydon't socialized early. Rats
Packanimal.Needs companionship. therabbit. Somewiill liketobeheld;hamsters | arehighlyintelligent
socialstructureofbeing seekoutaffection. andguineapigsshould andaffectionate,
partoffamily. enjoyit. needregularmental
stimulation.
7-15years 12 -18years Indoors:8-10years | Hamsters: 2-4years Mice: 2-3years
(Unneuteredmalescanbe | (Catsthatareallowed
lessifallowedtoroam.) outsidecanbeless GuineaPigs:4-8years Rats: 2-4years
duetodangers
foundoutdoors.) Gerbils:2-3years
3-4visitsfirstyear. 3-4visitsfirstyear. Minimum L/yearfor Difficulttofind Difficulttofind
Yearlyuntil 7-8yrs. Yearlyuntil 7-8yrs. preventativecare.Don't experiencedvetcare. experiencedvetcare.
Twiceayearduring Twiceayearduring requirevaccinations. Expecttopaymuchmore | Bringrattovet
senioryears.Annual senioryears.Annual Findvetwhohas thanyoupaidforanimal. | immediatelyifany
vaccinationsrequired. vaccinationsrequired experiencewithrabbits. GuineaPigsshouldgoto | lumpsfound(proneto
Canbecostly. vet1-2x/year. canceroustumors).
Otherdogs:Packneed Othercats:Knowntobe | Otherrabbits:M/Fbest, | Gerbils:Socialwithother | Rats:Enjoyotherrats.
canbemetbyhumans. moresolitarybutcan makesurespayed/ gerbils,separatebysex | Samesexeswork
Butmanydogsenjoy enjoycompanyofother | neutered. F/FOK,may by4weeks.Hamsters: best. Neutermales.
companyofanotherdog. | cats.Easierifintroduced | fightatfirst. M/Mnot Prefertolivealone, likely | M/Fshouldbe
atearlyage. recommended. tofightifputtogether. spayed/neutered.
BestM/F,thenM/M, GuineaPigs:Enjoyother | Mice:Liketolivein
finally F/F.Depends BestM/F,thenM/M. Withdogs:Canwork.Dog | guineapigs.F/Fbestor | colony.Separatebysex
onbreed;shouldbe F/F canbedifficult mustbewelltrained, ifin | M/Fifspayed/ineutered. | by21days.F/Fbest,
spayed/neutered. ifbothadultsand doubt,don't. maleslikelytofight.
territorial. Introducing Withcatsanddogs:
kittento either M/F Withcatsandguineapigs: | Similartorabbit. Withdogs: Canwork
usuallyOK. Shouldbe Canworkafteradjust- Alwaysmonitor. withrats. Similarto
spayed/neutered. ment. Alwaysmonitor. rabhbits. Withcats: No.

*Figuresandcarerequirementsareapproximate andwere compiledfromavariety of sources.
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